[Localization of the gene defect in tuberous sclerosis].
Elucidation of the genetic defect in tuberous sclerosis (TS) awaits a precise chromosomal localization. At present two chromosomal regions, 9q34 and 11q23, are candidates for the site of a TS locus. Family studies using polymorphic DNA markers are carried out in other laboratories and in ours and are expected to disclose the existence of one TS gene that is localized on either chromosome 9 or 11, or the involvement of two genes, one on #9 and one on #11. Early postnatal and potentially prenatal diagnosis by means of DNA analysis may be offered to a family with TS after identification of the gene defect, but also after the identification of very closely linked DNA markers.